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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, due 
to inclement weather in Indiana, I was regret-
tably delayed in my return to Washington, DC 
and therefore unable to be on the House Floor 
for rollcall votes 359, 360, 361 and 362. Had 
I been here I would have voted ‘‘no’’ for rollcall 
vote 359, ‘‘aye’’ for rollcall vote 360, ‘‘no’’ for 
rollcall vote 361, and ‘‘aye’’ for rollcall vote 
362. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, I missed four 
votes in the House of Representatives on July 
12, 2004. Had I been in attendance I would 
have made the following votes: 

Vote on the Holt amendment to H.R. 4755— 
Legislative Branch Appropriations Act for 
FY05. Had I been in attendance, I would have 
vote ‘‘aye.’’ 

Vote on the Hefley amendment to H.R. 
4755—Legislative Branch Appropriations Act 
for FY05. Had I been in attendance, I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Vote on the Motion to Recommit—4755— 
Legislative Branch Appropriations Act for 
FY05. Had I been in attendance, I would have 
vote ‘‘aye.’’ 

Vote on passage of H.R. 4755—Legislative 
Branch Appropriations Act for FY05. Had I 
been in attendance, I would have vote ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the pending 
business is the question of the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal of the last 
day’s proceedings. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
on July 9, 2004, I was unable to be 
present for the following votes. Had I 
been present, I would have voted as fol-
lows: 

On rollcall 348, to table the appeal of 
the ruling of the Chair, I would have 
voted nay; 

On rollcall 349, on the motion to ad-
journ, I would have voted nay; 

On rollcall 350, on ordering the pre-
vious question, I would have voted nay; 

On rollcall 351, on agreeing to House 
Resolution 711, I would have voted yea; 

On rollcall 352, on tabling the motion 
to reconsider, I would have voted nay; 

On rollcall 353, on the motion to ad-
journ, I would have voted nay; 

On rollcall 354, on the motion to re-
commit with instructions, I would have 
voted nay; 

On rollcall 355, on agreeing to the 
Gordon amendment, I would have voted 
yea; 

On rollcall 356, on agreeing to the 
Jackson-Lee amendment, I would have 
voted yea; 

On rollcall 357, on agreeing to the 
Larson amendment, I would have voted 
yea; 

On rollcall 358, on the motion to re-
commit with instructions, I would have 
voted yea. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
(H.R. 4766) making appropriations for 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food 
and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2005, and for other purposes, 
and that I may include tabular and 
other extraneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2005 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 710 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4766. 

The Chair designates the gentleman 
from New Hampshire (Mr. BASS) as 
Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole, and requests the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. TERRY) assume the 
chair temporarily. 

b 2006 
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4766) 
making appropriations for Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2005, and for other purposes, with Mr. 
TERRY (Chairman pro tempore) in the 
chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the bill is considered as 
having been read the first time. 

Under the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BONILLA) and the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) each 
will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. BONILLA). 

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I am very proud to 
present the agriculture appropriation 
bill to the full House tonight. It is a 
bill that we are proud of. It is a prod-
uct of a bipartisan effort that we have 
had on our subcommittee and our full 
committee. The subcommittee that 
produces this bill has a history of 
working in a bipartisan way and al-
ways trying to include the input of 
every member of the subcommittee on 
an annual basis. 

This is a subcommittee that had to 
entertain over 2,100 individual requests 
for items to be included in this bill, 
and we did the best we could. This 
year, we had an unusual constraint, 
and that is a tighter budget, a more fis-
cally responsible budget that has 
forced us to appropriately present a 
bill that is $67 million less than it was 
last year. And I might point out that 
the bill we did last year was below the 
previous year as well. 

So fiscal conservatives should be 
proud of this product as well, and those 
who support agriculture issues in this 
country should be proud. Agriculture 
research, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, there are so many parts to this 
bill that affect so many people in this 
country. This bill, of course, also funds 
the Food Stamp program, the Women, 
Infants and Children program, we fund 
Food Safety, and the list goes on and 
on. 

We have a very good subcommittee, 
and I mention them on a regular basis, 
but I would like to take the oppor-
tunity tonight to mention some of the 
people behind the scenes that do the 
grunt work day in and day out, often-
times when Members of Congress are 
back in their congressional districts 
meeting with constituents and spend-
ing time with family. They are the 
ones back here going through every 
line item and looking for every oppor-
tunity to make this bill a good bill, 
which is what we are presenting here 
this evening. 

Martha Foley, of the minority staff, 
is someone we work with in good faith, 
and she does a great job for us every 
day; Maureen Holohan, Leslie Barrack, 
and Joanne Perdue of the majority 
staff. We also had two detailees helping 
us this year, Tom O’Brien and Mike 
Gregoire. And then, of course, I would 
like to single out the clerk, Martin 
Delgado, who is clerking for the first 
time for this subcommittee and doing 
an outstanding job. 

Mr. Chairman, the Subcommittee began 
work on this bill with the submission of the 
President’s Budget on February 2nd. We had 
ten public hearings beginning on February 
25th, and we completed our hearings on 
March 25th. The transcripts of these hearings, 
the Administration’s official statements, the de-
tailed budget requests, several thousand 
questions for the record, and the statements 
of Members and the public are contained in 
eight hearing volumes that are all printed. 

The Subcommittee and Full Committee 
marked up the bill on June 14th and June 
23rd, respectively. I can confirm to you that 
the interest in this bill is completely bipartisan. 
However, I would point out that my own sup-
port for a member’s needs independent on 
that member’s support of the Committee in 
general, and of this bill in particular. 

Mr. Chairman, you may hear a lot of talk 
today about funding items that are not in this 
bill, or accounts that may be a little short, but 
I can assure you and the members of this 
body that given the allocation we had, that this 
is a fair, and fiscally-responsible bill. 

This bill has increases over fiscal year 2004 
in some cases, or over the budget request in 
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